
What is it? 
Each year the ASFPM Foundation sponsors a Student Paper 
Competition at the Association of State Floodplain Managers 
(ASFPM) National Conference to engage future floodplain 
management leaders. An important goal of the Student 
Paper Competition goal is to encourage student engagement 
in floodplain management topics and to identify talented 
individuals with the potential to make lasting contributions to 
the floodplain management body of knowledge.

ASFPM Foundation 
Student Paper 
Competition

What is the submission process and timeline? 
Potential topics are available at www.asfpmfoundation.org/spc/ and abstracts must be submitted by early March to 
that site. Students must also submit an enrollment certificate or unofficial transcript that most universities provide free 
of charge to demonstrate active student status. Abstracts will be reviewed by an ASFPM Foundation panel, and three 
finalists will be invited to submit a full paper. Finalists’ full papers along with an updated unofficial transcript or 
certificate of enrollment will be due in May. Abstracts and full papers must be the original work of the student(s). The 
three finalists will receive registration at the ASFPM national conference, domestic travel, lodging, meals and other 
travel expenses up to $1,500 to make their presentations during the conference. Papers and student presentations will 
be judged by a panel of floodplain managers. Winners will be announced at the ASFPM National Awards Luncheon. 

What can you win?
Teams consisting of one or more students are encouraged to 
submit abstracts, but only one scholarship will be awarded 
to each of the three teams. Each finalist, or one member of a 
team chosen as a finalist, will present the papers at the ASFPM 
Conference and participate in conference events. Up to $1,500 
is provided for the cost for one presenter from each team to 
travel to the Conference. The winners will receive mentoring 
and the following scholarships: 

• First Place: $1,600 scholarship;
• Second Place: $1,200 scholarship;
• Third Place: $700 scholarship.
• All prizes include a complimentary one-year student

membership in ASFPM.

Who is eligible? 
Any graduate or undergraduate student 
enrolled at a college or university 
through the Spring semester or trimester 
in a field related to floodplain and/or 
flood risk management is eligible to 
submit an abstract. The related fields 
include, but are not limited to, 
engineering, geography, geology, 
planning and public administration. The 
intent of this scholarship is to assist 
current students and therefore students 
must be enrolled at the time of the 
abstract submission deadline and full 
paper submission deadline.
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